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EAST FORK of the UIRGIN RflIIA
Mtnutes of the Annuatr Meeting
.lfednesday-Febnrary 10, 1960

SUMI,IARI

A mgeting of the Water Users of the East Fork of the Vlrgtn RiverDttributlon strrstem and the state &rglneer was herd at 3 p.m. in the
L.D.S. Church et iuiount Canel, Utah. Notice was sent to att of the larown
water u9grs, gnd a coplr of that, notice ls attached to these nlnutes,
along with a }lst of those attending the meeting.

In surmrary a Budget of $La5.O0 w s adopted for the 1960 Distrlbution
Season, and iuir. Birt Gardner of -r';ount Carmel was recomnended for River
commissioner on tbe East Fork of tbe vlrgln River, and he was approved
by the State Fngineer.

INTRODUCTION

. Mr. wayne D. criddle, state Engineer, ocplained to the group that
he and his staff were there at the request of the last Fork or the
Virgtn River ldater Users for help in distributing the waters of that portim
of the Virgin Biver. The users had asked for the apnoS.ntnent of a water
cclrnissioner by the State Engj-neer and to have the water distributed
accordlng to the rlghts and decrees affecting the trast Fork of the Virgin
River.

It was o<plained that if the East Fork of the Virgin River is placed
under distribution by the State Eng5neer that lt rnust be operated in }lne
with the law and regulatlons governing other dlstribution s;rstema so
operated throughout the state.

He ocplained that the water users could recorunend a cor,uni.ssioner for
the State Engineerts apptbval, and that any ccrnmissioner would have to
be under bond and under direct supervision of the state Fngineer.

It was further ocplained that under the Ia!'r the cost of distrlbutlon
mrst be assessed to the water users, and that once'distribution has been
este.bllshed, all water users that' could affect other rigbts mrst cone under
the Distributlon s]tstegn and this nay affect rnany users of nater on streans
tributary to the East Fork of the Virgin Rifer.

The lilaten Users expressed urgent need for distribution control by
a river corunissioner, and for supervlsion by the Stete Etrgineer.

i'ir. Criddle then asked the water users if they still wanted a dj.strj--
bution system and a connrissioner under the condltions as ocplained. AIl
of the water users present agreed that one wag needed.

rrlrlow, how nuch will it cost?tt and rrDo we harre a local man available
for the river conrmissionerrs $ob?tt, luir. Crtddle asked the groupr

WATER COi,TISSIONFR

Mr. Birt Gardner 0f liount Carmel uas unanimously reconmgrded for the
position by the water users. Mr. Criddle aald that he was happy to accept
the recomirrendation and that hls offlce would work wtth ir.r. Gardner to
dlstribute the waters of the East Fork of the Virgin River. He lndicated
that Mr. CUfton Johnson, Distrlct Engineer in the Cedaa Clty Office,
would be the nan nost readi\y available to help rir. Gerdner wlth distri-
bution problens durlng 19600



COST OF OFERATION

When asked how r,tuch he received for his work on the river tn L959 t
l.ir. Gardner orplained that be worked 56 hours at $1.50/hour and traveled .

.1383 miles at 1o centsTtnile for a tot,aI of $U2.30.' 
Mr. Criddle seidr' rr(ientlsnen, t!:i.s 56 hours is _obvlsous\r not enough

to run the river, More work w:LIL be required in 1960 than in the Pastr :'

records nust be kept and an armual report made to record the water del-
ivered to each right. There will be sorne added work and travel inrrolved
in getting the new strrstern started and proper stfiDsr Eaging and water
nreaeurring devicee installed. rt

The group discussed the spring and other tributaries to the system
ard the witer users wtro should be assessed under the new s;rsteim. Mr.
Garnder was dsked to furnish a llst of rights and the nanes and addresses
of the users tbat he felt shorld come under the systeg. It nas pointld
out that drning the i'[.i month lrrigation season that supcrvision would
requ!.re aleut l3 to 20 visits to the eirtire systen to insure adequate
control and to get sultabl-e records of dlstribution and river measllre-
nents.
195_0 BUDGET

After nuch ttennized discussion, the 19t10 budgl* atrd a breakdown
for the variou.s items was adopted as follows:

Comrnlssicilers Salary
Soclal S ecurity i'iatthing
il'ravel ?50 miles at $o.10Ai1es
Bond-c and Insurnace
Annual Report
llisce-llaneous

$3oo.oo
9.00

75.O0
15.90
15.00
11.00

Sf2ffi-
ASSFS$ln{T

The group decided that their assessment should be on a ground acreage
basis, 

"nd 
t,i,it each water user would pay on bis p:rcentage of tlre total

acrdage to come under tl:ej-r dlstributj on system.

AUTHOIT-IZATIOI\i T0 ASSIfS

Arnotion was made to adopt a buclget of i[LQS.OO for 1960 and that the
State Eng_ineer be authorized to collect the assessment on an acreage
basls. Tbe i;rotion r4as carried unarinonsly.

Itr. Gardner agreed to furnish a List of the water usersr their
rights and acreage] along with the total nu:rber of acres under the sr;stemt

to t re State Eng.ineerts Office eo that an assessrnent could be |roperly
nade f[<m that, office.

rEtIQttEllTs

Mr. Criddle talked to the g:oup about clellnqu-ent assessgents, and

explained that he had approached the other river systdns of the sfate

"itt, tUf. problern. Th-e-work involved jn collecting deliquent^accounts
ie consid"riUle and there is need for establish{ng' a penalty fomula to
be rrsed throughout the state. He explained that an assessnent would become



delinquent after June I or 60 daye after the neillng of the a"greasnqlt
notlces frorn the State Ergineerr s Offlce; whlchever ie later, and tbat
the due dete would be clearly indlcated on tbern. He proposed a
penglty of 10 percentrwith a nrinirmn of $1.00 on a state-wide basis.
The irnposed fines would becone parb of the funds of the rifar systen
ln which they nere collected. lhe penalty woukl be levted, not to nrrke
the money, but to insure protupt paynent of assessments and to malce
the flnancing of water distribution rnore efflcient. A motion was
nade ar,d unanimous\y approved that the East Fork of the Virgin River
water users go on record as supportinp the State Englneerts delinquency
policy.

MEASURJNG DTYICFS

The problern of measuring devices was discussed, and it wad agreed
that Mr. (ardner should furnish the State Fngineer rrith a list of
neasuring devices and headgates needed on the river system. The water
users will be notified by the Stete Engineer of the required Etructures
and lf -'action is not taken wlthln the allowed tfune, the State Fngineerr s
Office w111 follow up wlth positive action to see that neasuring devices
are installect by tbe water user before water d611very. Parshall Flurnes
are generally recormnended for this type of delivery systen.

ARTICLIS OF ASCOCIATION

Several copies of Articles of Associati.on of the Provt River
Distribution System were given to the water users by Mr. Criddle, and
he approached tbem with the problan of adopting a fornal organ izetion
that would more clearly represent the lnterests jn the river. The
Articles were nerely for a guide to drafting their onn governing
orgar:ization, if they so desire. i'^r. Crlddle pointed out that hls
offlce would bd glad to asslst the uater users in establishing their
water governnent, and that he believed such en organization would be
hlghly desirable for them.

}IATER USFTS CRGAI''IZATION

In an effort to formulate some supervlsory organization, the group
was asked to seledba chairman to serve for the corning ]r€arr Mr. Charles
C. Anderson of Glendale, Utab was noninated as ternporary chairrnan,
anC approved Lrnanimously.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjoumed.
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Attending the rireeting were:

Charles C. Andereon
Mark Chanberlaln
Sharon C. Lanb
Birt Gardner
Nonial H. CarroII

G1enda1e, Utah
Orderville, Utah
Mt. Carrnel Irr. Co.
Mt. Carmel lrr. Co.
Orderville, Utah



Wayne D. Criddlc
Donald C. Norseth
T. Virrton Snith
Frank Reese
Clarence D. lrickson Jr.

State Engineer
Dlstributlon Brgineer
Aseistant &rsiness l{anager
Buelnees Mar4ger
Ectributlon Englneer

lflll*f tla'19'){J i'rF)l.lHt*

Salt lake Clty, Utatr Febnrary 1r 1960
T0 TIIE IIATIR USF]RS 0F THE IONC VATIEY RIITER SYSTEM:

Notlce is hereby dven that tn cdpliance nith Title 73r
Chapter 5, utah Code Annotated, 1953, a neeting of the
watOr users of the long VaILey Rlver Systern wlll be beU
Wednesday, Febnrary 10, 1960 in the Cburch, J:00 p.rn.
Itt. Carrrrel, Utah, for the purpoee of: (f) lld<tag recormenda-
tiona to the State Fngineer as to the appointment of a Water
Corr-,nlssloner for the 1960 sdaoon, and as to hia duties; (a)
Preparing a budget of sel,artes and other necesssrJr elpenses
of djstrtbutlon; and (3) Transactlng such other business
as may properly cone before the meeting.

Wayne D. Criddl.e
SfATE E'rGIN.i.:R
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